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The British claim to Nigeria is based ultimately
upon a large number of " treaties " of this kind
obtained from African emirs and rulers by agents
and officers of the National African Company
which subsequently became the Royal Niger
Company* According to these treaties which were
made between 1884 %&& 1892, the native rulers
assert that " we cede the whole of our country (or
territory) to the National African Company
(Limited)/" The British possession of British
East Africa and Uganda is founded on similar
treaties obtained by the British East Africa Com-
pany through their officers and agents from the
Sultan of Zanzibar, the King of Uganda, and
various native chiefs. The claim of Germany to
German East Africa was based upon a large number
of similar treaties obtained in 1884 by the explorer
Dr* Peters, in the name of the Gesellschaft fur
deutsche Kolontsation which subsequently became
the German East Africa Company* Lastly, the
claim of King Leopold and the Belgians to the
million square miles of the Belgian Congo was
based on " treaties made with 450 independent
African chiefs " by Stanley, in the name of an
Association founded and controlled by King
Leopold*